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SEASONS OF REFRESHING.

UR clrarcli is at the

present in the midst of

a gracious season of

grace and salvation.

Since the week ofjDrayer,

special services have

been held in our lecture

rooms, almost every

evening. At the begin-

ning of these meetings

we were confronted by

a multitude of hin-

drances. The weather

was unfavorable, and in almost every

family in the church, there was more or

less sickness. The attendance was,

therefore, necessarily much smaller,

than it would have been under other

circumstances. But in the face of

these difficulties and many others,

night after night a little band of anx-

The church for prayer, in behalf of the

church, and the salvation of souls.

There was a deep conviction in these

hearts that the church was in need of

an awakening, of a baptism "with the

Holy Spirit and with fire," of a deeper
work of grace and a fuller consecra-

tion unto the Lord. It is possible for

a church to become "luke-warrn," yea,

to become a "dead church," though it

may have a name that it lives. And
then when such a state of things

exists in a church, the power of

God in the saving of souls and the nur-

ture of spiritual life, will not be mani-

fest. With a sense that Grace Church
was in need of a baptism from on high,

prayer was made day and night before

the Lord, until the days of refreshing

came. By and by the meeting began

to grow in interest, and in increased at-

tendance. Awakened souls began to

inquire after the way of salvation. So-

licitous friends made requests for prayer

in behalf of dear ones who were un-

saved; confession of sins of indifference

and lukewarmness was made; cheerful

testimony was borne of the good-

ness of God. These are all gra"

cious indications of the presence

of the Lord, and a revival of grace in

the hearts of God's children. And now
the church rejoices in the salvation of

souls, and in the manifest work of the

Lord among his people. Many of our

people have felt the Boly Spirit moving

upon their hearts, and have received a

blessing of grace, and of divine power.

The weak have beei made stronger,

and the timid have it ^-ived courage to

confess their Lord ant} Master in prayer

and in testimony.

While we have much over which we
can justly rejoice, let us remember that

this work of grace and harvest time

among us is not completed. The work

is not yet even fairly begun.

Are there not yet some "dry bones"

among us that need to be revived '? that

have need of being quickened into

newness of life? Ye? there are yet

many who need to be vitalized by
the divine Agent and C aickener of souls.

Let this work of grace go on until the

wayward and straying shall all be re-

claimed, aud every soiil shall rejoice in

a conscious knowledge of its salvation

through Jesus Chris! Midi a state of

grace » pro .,

church. It bears a irivhtgu of unit}', of

fellowship, of brotherly love, of hope,
of charity, of more earnest and devoted
consecration unto the Lord.

It is the privilege of the church to

be continually in the midst of

such a season of refreshing

The Church of the Apostles enjoyed
such a state of grace and soul-saving

continuously. "The Lord added to

them day by day those that were being
saved." "The word of God grew
mightily and prevailed," continuously.

How our hearts yearn for such a con-

tinuous revival of grace among our

people. How then continuously, as

now, our doors shall be (thronged with
worshippers. With what eagerness of

heart the word of God will be heard
and received. With what a willinguess

of spirit the Lord will evermore be con-

fessed by his people. Blessed state of

grace and of the divine life.

And now then that this season of re-

freshing may abide with us, and be a

fountain of perpetual blessing, our toils

and prayers must also be perpetual.

In a very few weeks hence we shall

come to our glad Easter Season. Last
year we enjoyed an abundant ingather-

ing of souls during this festive occasion.

From this time forth until the Easter
communion our efforts shall be persistent

to accelerate the work of grace among

us. Let every soul of Grace Church
be penitent before God, and turn unto

him with a full aud expectant heart

that our sins may be blotted out, that

the Lord may continue among us with

saving power, and may add unto his

people many souls.

REVIVALS.

In answer to^he inquiry. Can a church

maintain constantly a revival spirit?

Joseph Cook, recently made this reply.

"A revival spirit may be constantly

maintained by the churches, for that

spirit consists in a desire to rescue

men from the love of sin, and the

quiet of it, and this is, or should be, the

constant supreme mood of every Chris-

tian. Aggressive religious activity may
take many appropriate forms and keep
the fire on the alters of the church con-

stantly bright. "Pray > meetings are

continuous, and ought always to be full

of the revival spirit. There should no
sermon be delivered that does not make
religion a personal matter. All preach-
ers should be in some sense evangelists,

and our church members should be
ready to engage in conversation on per-

sonal religion with the religiously

irresolute.

"

In reply to the further inquiry

What are the chief hindrances
to the revival spirits. The
same learned divine replies, "Unbe-
lief, doctrinal indifference, worldliness,

secret sins, absorption of the church in

secular affairs are among the chief ob-

stacles to revivals. Any form of preach-
ing that does not make a broad distinc-

tion between the converted and the un-

converted hinders revivals. Denomina-
tional greed, schisms and cliques in

particular churches, aversion to the

severe truths of religion, lax unscriptural

lukewarm liberalism, constitute an
atmosphere in which revivals do not
easily originate."

Friends read these words with care

and take heed to the counsel imparted
in them, and pray for the Lord's con-
tinual presence Avith us.

Every family in the church should
subscribe for the Visitor. You are
only paying money into your own
pocket.
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HUM MUCH OWEST THOU?

At a recent meeting of the Consistory

and Board of Trustees, the deacons re-

ported that nearly $200 of the last two
years' subscription to the church re-

mained unpaid up to date. How these

arrearages occur we are not prepared
to explain. Misfortunes sometimes
come, and men cannot meet their obli-

gations. But is it not right that Avhen

a man cannot meet his whole obligation

he should at least do what he can ? Con-
tributing to the Lord according to a

man's ability is all the Lord asks, and
it is all the church expects, But this

is one of the first duties members owe
to their church, aud owe to their mas-
ter. There are hundreds of Christian

people who deny themselves not only

of the foolish unnecessaries of life, but
even of many comforts in order that

they may give un.to the Lord. And this

in many instances explains why some
people always are able to contribute

systematically for the support of the

church. A young man who had been a

member of the church for several years,

ai.d never contributed anything for the

support of the gospel, was interrogated

once by one of the eiders of the church,

why it was that he had no credits upon

the church treasurers' records? The
reply was. "I have nothing to give."

The elder's further inquiry, "How many
of those five centers do you smoke a

day?" Beply: "Two a day." Elders

conclusion. "Then you spend

seventy cents per week for

smoking, and have nothing

for the Lord. Your profession is all

smoke. You love tobacco seventy cents

worth a week, and the Lord nothing."

Now this is about the solution of the

same problem with many others. Sev-

enty cents a week for unnecessaries,

and five cents a week for the Lord, and

with others still worse, nothing for the

Lord. Lay aside each week, on the

first days of the week, an offering for

the Lord, and then on the Sabbath day

bring it to the house of God.

Christians often-times become negli-

gent of their duties, but never so with-

out a serious loss to themselves of peace

of heart. Our Lord"s inquiry is always

coming up in the heart, "How much
owest thou?" David said, "Mv sins are

ever before me." So our sins of

negligence are ever before us to

condemn us, ^ and to stand as

hindrances to our spiritual growth and
happiness. Oar debts are ever before

us. They trouble our hearts. They
disturb our peace of soul. They are

hindrances to ufc in our Christian life.

When -Zacheus was converted he made
restitution. He paid his debts. Full-

ness of grace within the heart will en-

able us to know our debts, and will

constrain us to, give unto the Lord as

we are indebted to Him. "How much
owest thou?" Settle this question be-

tween yourself and the Lord. Only let

the Lord stipulate the amount of your
indebtedness. When we take this mat-
ter into our ownjiands we are prone to

err, not to our advantage, but finally to

our sorrow. If you cannot do more,
then bring the widow's offering to the

Lord, the Master will accept it, and
you shall be blessed in the same.

The deacons of the church hope to

have all these accounts squared in the

near future. And they feel confident

that at as early a date as possible each
member who is iu arrears will pay his

full obligation. If any errors have oc-

curred in the accounts of any, let them
report to an^ member of the cqn,si<tory.

and the matter ivij-i be adjusted.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY OF CHRIS-
TIAN ENDEAVOR.

Sabbath evening, February 16th, the

young people of Grace church met iu

the lecture rooms of the church to or-

ganize a Young People's Society. The
meeting was opened with singing and

scrijjture reading and prayer by the

pastor. The object of the meeting was

then stated. The pastor acted as tem-

porary chairman, and Eugene Mathis

was chosen as temporary secretary.

The Model Constitution of the Young
People's Society of Christian Endeavor

was read, also the pledges of ths Active

and Associate Mt-rubers. A list was then

circalated to ascertain how many of the

young people present were in favor of

organizing under the Model Constitu-

tion. Seventeen signatures were se-

cured. The meeting then adjourned

until Tuesday evening to complete

the organization.

Tuesday evening, February 18,

the young people met again,

with a number of new recruits.

After religious services the society pro-

ceeded to complete its organization.

An opportunity was extended to others

to become charter members, when the

names of eight more young people were

entered upon the list, making a mem-

bership of twenty-six, twenty-two ac-

tive and four associate members. The
constitution was then adopted and the so-

ciety christened Grace Beformed Church
Young People's Society of Christian

Endeavor. For the convenience of the
members of the society and the infor-

mation of all who are interested, the
c institution will be printed in a later

issue of the Visitor.

The election of officers resulted as

follows

:

President— A. K. Zartman.

Vice President—Edward Miller.

Corresponding Secretary—Philip Hy-
man.

Becording Secretary—Emma Nei-

reiter.

Treasurer—Mary Wilkinson

.

Also the following committees were
appointed

:

Lookout Committee—Katie Yorder-
mark, Eugene Mathis, Lillie Walters,
Harry Kline, Edwin Hyman.
Prayer-meeting Committee—Mrs. A.

K. Zartman, Mollie Buckwaiter, Ed-
ward Miller, Harry Vodermark, Birdie

Saffern.

Social Committee—Maggie Haverly.
Eiuma

_
Neireiter, Philip Hyman, Lillie

Yordermark, Freddie Gumper.
Other r.->mim'(tee? will bp announee<l

later. The society selected Tuesday

evening for the regular prayer-meet-

ings, commencing at 7:30. Tuesday

evening, Feb. 26, will be the first meet-

ing. It is hoped that at this meeting

there will be a number of accessions to

the society.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S PRAYER MEETINGS-

DATES, TOPICS AND LEADERS.

Feb. 25.—Leader, Mrs. Zartman.

Topic—"Helpers not Hinderers." Bom.
xv, 1-13 ; 1 Cor. xiii, 9-13.

March 4.—Leader, Mollie Book-

waiter. Topic— ' I Gave My Life for

Thee." Luke xx, 33-46.

March 11.—Leader, Katie Vorder-

rnark. Topic—"The Secret of Chris-

tian Success." Josh. 1, 8; Gen. xxxix,

2-5; Psalms 1, 1--3.

March 18.—Leader, Emma Neireitor.

Topic—"The Joy of Bringing Others to

Christ." Dan. 1, 3; Luke xv, 1-10.

March 25.—Leader, Eugene Mathis.

Topic—"Praise Meeting, Service of

Song." Rev. xix, 1-16.

The LaGrippe still prevails among
some of our families. Yalentine Monn's

family has been severely afflicted, but

are all convalescing. Also some of Ja-

cob Rudisil's family have been quite

ill, but are also better.
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GRACE REFORMED CIIORCH
DIRECTORY.

Our Church Parlors on East Washington St.,

between Barr and Lafayette streets.

SERVICES.
Sabbath morning, 10:

!il
Sabbath evening - - - - - - 7 :30

Sunday School, ------ 9 :30

Teachers' meeting Sabbath evening - -0:30
Prayer meeting Wednesday evening - 7 :d0

Come, and welcome to these services.

A. K. Zartman, Pastor.
Residence 96 East Washington St.

COWS1STOBY.
Elders. Deacons.

F. D. PAULUS, I G. W. SOLIDAY.
D. W. SOUDER,

|

J. E. LONERGAN.
E. G. PIERCE, CHARLES TROXAL.

Trustees—C. C. Gumper, H. P. Vordeemark,
F. D. Paulus.
H. P. Voedebmabk—Treasurer. D. W. Sou-

deb—Secretary.

SABBATH SCHOOL.

F. D. Paulus—Snmierintendent.
D. W. Souder—Assistant Superintendent.
Phillip Hyman—Secretary.
Katie Vordermabk—Treasurer.
Freddie Gumper—Librarian.

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Mrs. A. K. Zabtman—President.
Mes. F. D. Paulus—Vice President.
Emma Neieiter—Secretary.
Mrs. M. Conet—Treasurer.

BRIEF AND PERSONAL NOTES.

Renew your subscription for the

Visitor.

The young People's Society starts out

with a "boom."
e«oh>i uoijict! April 0. Tv~e will liave

services during Easter week.

While the fire is burning on the

altar of your heart,"keep it going.

Ladies' Monthly Missionary nieetiug

will be held Thursday evening March
6th.

If you are not supplied with a church

almanac, the pastor has a few more

copies left.

Mother McClure and Miss Mollie

McClure, are at Grand Rapids, Mich.

Expect to return home about March T.

After this issue, the Visitor will be

sent regularly to subscribers. If you

want the paper send in your subscrip-

tion.

The ladies are on the "war-path

again." Look out. They are afraid their

needles and frying pans will grow

cold.

The attendance upon our Sabbeth

services has been quite encouraging for

some Sabbaths past. The church par-

lors should be full every Sabbath.

Every member of the church should

have a hymnal. The church has a

supply on hand. Inquire of the pastor

or some member of the consistory.

The pastor will hold a meeting at the

Salems' Church, beginning Feb. 24.

The people of this church have been

anxiously awaiting their time for ser-

vices. They have been praying for a

harvest, and we hope their prayers may
be answered in a genral out pouring of

the Holy Spirit upon this church.

The pastor will contine his course of

sermons on "Incidents in the Life of

Moses" on the Sabbath evenings during

March. Every member of the church

should attend these services.

The following accessions have been

made to the church during our meet-

ings—up to the date of this issue of the

Visitor. Mrs. C. C. Johnson; J. W.
Eakin;Mrs. Anna E.ikin; James W.
Vinirg; William G. Null; Mrs. Mary

J. Null ; Mrs. Millie 'A. Vordermark

;

Miss. Mary R. Wilkinson; Edward Mil-

ler; and Harry Kline. Baptism of

children. Myrtie, daughter of James

and Catherine Vining, and Samuel

Walter, son of Lorenzo and Rosa Nick-

erson. We hope to be ab!e to report a

number of other accessions to the church

verv soon.

MISSION BAND NOTES.

Every little boy and girl belonging

to Grace Reformed Sunday School

should be a member of the Band.

The regular meetings of the Band
are held the 2nd and 4th Sundays in

each mouth, in the afternoon at half

past 2 o'clock, unless otherwise an-'

nounned.

The "question" cards given to the

members of the Band will be returned

on Sunday afternoon, February 23rd.

Search your hearts before answering

the questions.

The Mission Band will have charge

of a booth at the coming Bazaar.

The little girls are at work making
iron holders which they expect to sell

at ten cents apiece.

THE PEOPLES STORE.

DOZOIS, BEADELL &
—DEALEES IN-

DRY GOODS

CO.

Fancy Goods and Notions, 20 & 22 East Berry
Street, Pixley & Long Block, Fort Wayne, Ind.
Popular and low Prices. One Price Store.

CONRAD NEIREITER,

INSURANCE AGENCY,

Insures against Fire, Lightning, Cyclones and
Aocidents. Office at Residence, No. 209 West
Washington street, Fort Wayne, Ind.

GOLDEN & MONAHAN,
Fashionable Hatters and Men's Furnishers, 68
Calhoun Street.

ORIGINAL PETE,

52-J- Calhofn Street.

Before you buy a dollars worth of Clothing
don't fail to call and inspect our Stock as it will
pay you well and save you lots of money. One
price to all.

GEO. H. LOESCH

THE DRUGGIST.

Prescriptions filled at all hours, day or night.
If you are going to paint your house call on us

for your paints. Cor. Barr and Wayne Streets.

PICKARD BROS.,

DEALERS IN

Stoves, Furnaces and Hou6e Furnishing Goods,
29 East Columbia Street, Fort Wayne, Ind.
Telephone No. 206.

BARROWS GALLERY,

Best located, best appointed. Finest Photo-
graphs in the city.

*-3=02 and 04 Calhoun St., Fort Wayne, Ind.*"539

FRANK H. TREEP,
Lowest Prices on

WALL PAPER, PAINTING.PAPER HANGING
Ceiling Decoration, Etc.

No. 08 East Main Street. All work promptly
and neatly done.

THE HOOSIER SHOE STORE,

O. B. FITCH, Proprietor.

Boots, Shoes and Rubbers, 52 Calhoun Street,
Opp. Court House. Fort Wayne, Ind.

COVERDALE & ARCHER.
DEALERS IN

Staple and Fancy Groceries Canned Fruits,
Vegetables, Flour, Feed &c.
Fine Teas and Pure Spices, Butter and Eggs

a specialty. Give us a call. No. 24 Harrison
and 42 W. Man St.

B. L. AUGER,

CITY GREEN HOUSE,

1G E. Washington Street.

Home Grown Roses and Fresh-Cut Flowers
the finest in the City. Also Floral Designs of
all kinds.

M. L. FRANKENSTEIN,

Corner of Barr and Washington Streets,

PURE DRUGS, CHEMICALS,

And all Toilet Articles.

MERGENTHEIM'S BAZARR,

Northwest corner of Calhoun and Main,
Headquarters for

ALL KINDS OF MILLINERY GOODS.

Largest assortment at lowest prices.
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LOUIS WOLF & CO.,

61 Calhoun Street,

PLY GOODS AND CARPETS,
Notions and Cloaks,

CURTAIN GOODS.

FURNITURE,
CARPETS,

BABY CARRIAGES,
LAMPS.

FOSTER FURNITURE COMPANY.

THIEME BROS.

LEADING

MERCHANT TAILORS.

12 West Berry St. Work Guarenteed.

SCHEUMANN & KLAEHN,

UNDERTAKERS & EMBALMERS.
Telephones Nos. 180 and 228. No. 39 W. Main St.

Wood Finished, Cloth Covered and Metal
Lined Caskets. Safety Boxes, Burial Robes and
Wrappers, Natural Dried Flowers.

E. H. HILGEMANN & SON.

CARPENTERS & CONTRACTORS,

S. E. Cor. of Baker St, and Fairfield Ave.

C. C. GUMPER,

CONFECTIONER AND BAKER.

Ice Cream, Soda Water, Cakes, Pies, and Jellies
No. 238 Calhoun Street, Fort Wayne, Ind.

ROBERT SPICE

GENERAL PUMP STOEE.

PLUMBING AND GAS FITTING

A SPECIALTY.

48 W. Main and 11 Pearl St. Telephone 231.

J. C. PELTIER,

UNDERTAKER AND ENBALMER,

Telephone 25. Office open day and night No.
17 West Wayne St.

W. D. HENDERSON,
—Dealer in

—

HAY, STRAW, GRAIN & MILL FEED.

Telephone 144. No. 69 East Columbia St.

SLEMON & BRO.,

BOOKSELLERS.

Wall Paper. Window Shades. School Books at
lowest prices. 50 Calhoun Street.

LADIES' MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

We ave entering upon a new year

with many fond hopes ami expectations.

During the first year of our existence,

we had much to learn by experience, as

we look over the past, we can truly say

that God has been with us. Many
events of interest crowd in upon our re-

collections, and remind us of our suc-

cesses and failures. We have not al-

ways as individuals, nor as a society,

lived beneath the unclouded sky of

prosperity. Soi;\e have had many hours

of sadness and of deep concern, but,

can we not still say that God has been

gracious to us far beyond what we have

deserved ?

When we remember our weakness,

and how the Lord has given us

strength, we should be encouraged

to go on in our good work. \\ e may
not have great numbers, but if our

heavenly Father is a part of our organi-

zation, we are strong.

The society has suffered the loss of

some earnest and devoted members by

removals from the city. We trust that

they may find it pleasant and profitable

to labor for the Master wherever they

may be, and that God may continue to

bless them abundantly.

Lpt us benefit by poet csporionoo,

and let us look forward with anxious

and consecrated hearts to the work of

the future. Duty calls us on. We
cannot retrace our steps but we can

move onward prayerfully and carefully.

Much has been accomplished; much
more can be accomplished. May our

hearts be united, and with Jesus as our

leader, we may look forward to a year

of great success.

The receipts for the Orphan's Home
during the Christmas season this year

were much larger than in former years.

This is evidence that this institution of

the church is growing in favor with the

people. We are glad to learn that the

congregations of our English classes are

sending more of fhtir offerings to this

home than formerly. During the com-

ing season an addition will be built to

the main structure. This has come to be

a necessity. There are now about sixty

children at the home and their quarters

are entirely too crowded. The church

will certainly respond cheerfully and

liberally to the growing wants of the

Home. There has been considerable

sickness among the children recently,

but nothing serious. Papa Rettig has

also been ill, but will soon be himself

again.

Subscribe for the Visitor and send

it to some friend.

ROOT & (OM I 'ANY,

Wholesale and Retail Dealers In Foreign and
Domestic

DRY GOODS, CARPETS, ETC.

46 and 48 Calhoun and 15 W. Main StS.

P. E. COX,

PRACTICAL SANITARY PLUMBER,

29 West Main St., Fort Wayne, Ind,

TROY STEAM LAUNDRY,

F. L. Jones & Co.. Prop'rs.

Shirts, Collars and Cuffs a specialty.

Nos. 18 & 50 Pearl Street. Telephone No. 100.

G. W. LOAG,

DENTIST

Corner Calhoun and Columbia Streets, over
Graffe's Jewelry Store.

H. W. CARLES,

A full line of

FANCY GROCERIES,

street.

M. L. ALBRECHT,
Manufacturer of

FINE CARRIAGES—
Corner of Barr and Main Streets.

AUGUST BRUDER,

WATCHMAKER AND JEWELER.
DEALER IN

Watches, Diamonds, Jewelry, Clocks, Silver-
ware, Etc.

98 Calhoun Street, Fort Wayne, Ind.

DR. G. A. ROSS,

HOMCEPATHIC PHYSICIAN & SURGEON

84 Calhoun street, Fort Wayne, Ind. Office
hours, 7 to 8 a. m., 2 to 4 and 7 to 8 p. m. Tele-
phone 28.

F. D. PAULUS

Has removed his store to No. 18 West Columbia
Street, where he can be found with the newest,
best and most complete line of Farm Imple-
ments in the City.

FRUIT HOUSE PRICES.

Coffee, Teas, Sugars, Tobacoes, Spices, Fish
and Groceries of all kinds at a saving of 20c. on
the Dollar.

FRUIT HOUSE.


